Chapter VI
THE SECOND DISCOVERY OF THE PACIFIC

NUNEZ DE BALBOA is usually relegated to a footnote in
text-books which inform a not particularly interested juvenile
world that he is the man who discovered the Pacific Ocean.
" 1513: Balboa finds the Pacific," and that is that

I am very fond of reading the lives of those whom we might
call the minor discoverers and navigators. They are apt to have
been men of much greater calibre than the Pizarros, the Cor-
tezes, the Magellans, and others, whose praises are continually
being sung in beautifully illustrated special biographies. In my
mind their lack of success means nothing at all, for often their
obscurity was due to their superior virtues and that lack of ruth-
lessness, cruelty, and brutality which was so characteristic of
their more famous rivals.

Our modern world, however, dominated by the idea of
' success,' is not apt to pay much attention to a poor devil who,
though he may have discovered the Pacific and may have been
appointed Great Admiral of the South Sea, still had his head
chopped off before he could cash in on his achievements. All
the same, he was a fellow of parts, this shabby gentleman from
Jerez de los Caballeros, in the Spanish province of Estremadura,
whose name, like that of so many other distinguished heroes of
the age of the Conquistadores, makes one think of the postage
stamps issued by the republics now found in the territory he had
chosen for his own explorations. The more hopelessly bankrupt
the treasuries of these sovereign nations the more resplendent
the stamps they print on all possible and impossible occasions.

During the first hah0 of the era of the Spanish conquests
we run continually across these noble Dons with their high-